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ing
Advent:
A FAMILY TRADITION
We have some resources and suggestions below to help you
make Advent a family tradition.
Pick up an activity packet for your family. Packets will
be available at the Children’s Desk. Please pick up one
per family.
Make an Advent wreath for your family. An Advent
wreath can be as simple as a paper plate with four votive
candles around the rim and one in the middle. Family
members could take turns lighting the candles and
reading the Scriptures.
Use this devotional guide as you light the Advent
candles. Set a time daily for your family to read and
discuss the devotionals together.
Read the Bible. There are Bible verses to read aloud
each day. We suggest the English Standard Version (ESV).
Need a Bible? Pick up a new ESV Bible at the Welcome
Kiosk.
Memorize God’s Word. If you memorize the verses at
the end of each lesson, by December 25 you will know
the whole Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke!
Make music part of your routine. We have included the
words to Christmas Carols in the back of this booklet that
are associated with each devotional.
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T he Prophets’ Candle
HOPE

NOVEMBER 29 - ACTS 10:43
The word Advent means coming, and the Advent wreath reminds
us that Christmas is coming! The fours candles around the outer
circle represent the four weeks of the Advent season. You will
light the same candle each day as you read this week, and in the
coming weeks you will progress to a different candle around the
circle. The Christ candle in the middle will only be lit on Christmas
day – Jesus’ birthday. As we light these candles, we will discover
what has happened in the past, and we will look eagerly ahead
toward Christmas.
The first candle is called the Prophets’ Candle because it reminds
us of the writers of the Old Testament, called prophets. Acts 10:43,
which you just read, was written after Jesus died, but it says that
ALL the writers of the Bible were trying to teach us about sin and
forgiveness through Jesus Christ, even those who lived thousands
of years before Jesus was born! Amazing!
This week we will go backward in the Bible to read stories about
people like Abraham, Moses and David. We will think about the
ways they were pointing to Jesus. And we will see that they, too,
looked eagerly ahead toward His birthday!
K What

are you most looking forward to this Christmas?

We give gifts at Christmas because God gave us a gift at
Christmas: His Son, Jesus. What did today’s scripture say Jesus
came to do for us?

K

K How

many of the prophets in the Bible had something to say
about Jesus? Isn’t that miraculous?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1
W

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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NOVEMBER 30
Genesis 3:1-15
Today we are going way back – all the way to the first book of the
Bible and the Garden of Eden. The Garden was created by God
to be perfect in every way, and the first people, Adam and Eve,
lived there until they decided to disobey God. Satan, disguised as
a snake, tempted them to listen to their own desires rather than
listening to God. And all of us have struggled with sin ever since.
Because it’s impossible for our perfect God to live with sinful
people, Adam and Eve had to leave the Garden. However, God
promised that one of their descendants would crush the serpent’s
head (meaning that a person would one day defeat Satan). All
through the Old Testament, believers looked forward to the
coming of the Promised One whom they called the Messiah. The
Bible tells us that God’s promise was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the
little baby whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. The celebration
of Advent is all about God keeping the promise He made in the
Garden and sending His Son to save us from the power of sin.
Describe a time when you needed someone to save you
from something.

K

K

What does the Bible passage you read say that Jesus will do?

The Bible says that people who believe in Jesus will be made
perfect in Heaven – they won’t sin anymore! Then they can live
with God like Adam and Eve did. What do you think will be the
best part about Heaven?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-2
W

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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DECEMBER 1
Genesis 17:1-8
In yesterday’s reading we saw that Advent is the celebration of the
coming of Jesus who would save people from their sins, delivering
us from Satan’s power. We saw that God promised in Genesis 3 to
send this Savior. God was revealing to Adam and Eve something
which we call His covenant of grace.
Today we see how God continued to reveal His covenant promises
to a man named Abraham: “I will make you into a great nation . . .
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” Abraham
didn’t have any children when God made this promise – and he
was ninety years old! Can you imagine this old, old man becoming
a new daddy? Well, he did! And Jesus comes from the long line of
Abraham’s family. That family is known today as the people of Israel
or the Jewish people. However, Abraham’s family really includes
everyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ to save them. If you
have put your faith in Christ, you are one of Abraham’s children, and
you are God’s child, too; God has included you in all His promises!
It’s really surprising that a 99-year-old man would have a new
baby. Has God ever done something for you that surprised
you?

K

K

What are some of the promises God made to Abraham?

K

How are you included in those promises?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-3
W

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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DECEMBER 2
Acts 7:17-37
Moses was another Old Testament prophet who lived many
years after Abraham. His story was retold in the New Testament
by Stephen, a follower of Jesus. Did you see some similarities
between the story of Moses and the story of Jesus?
Moses was sent by God to rescue His people from slavery in Egypt
about 3,500 years ago. He did miraculous signs and wonders,
he taught people God’s truth and he led them through a harsh
wilderness toward the land God had promised them, called Israel.
Even though Moses did all these amazing things, people had
trouble believing him and following him.
Jesus was also sent by God to rescue His people from their slavery
to sin. Jesus did miraculous signs and rose from the dead, He
taught God’s truth and He is still leading us today through a difficult
world toward the place God promised us in Heaven. Even though
Jesus did all these amazing things, people sometimes have trouble
believing and following Him, too. Now do you see why Moses said
that God would send another prophet like him?
The prophets we are reading about this week lived a long,
long time ago, but their stories still help us today. Do you have
any old family stories that you like to retell?

K

Do you remember what the promise was to Abraham that
Moses helped fulfill? (If not, go back and look at Genesis 17:38.) What was it?

K

God sent Moses back to Egypt, right into danger, to save His
people. In what way(s) did God send Jesus into danger to save
His people?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-4
W

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

7

DECEMBER 3
Ruth 4:9-17
Ruth was the widow of one of Abraham’s descendants. She was
not one of the people of Israel herself, but she loved God and
God’s people. She and her mother-in-law were very poor and had
no men in their family to help them farm their land. Their only
hope was the custom of the “kinsman-redeemer.” The closest
male relative of a man who had died could buy all his possessions
and marry the man’s widow if he wanted to, keeping the property
in the family. That is just what happened when Ruth and Boaz fell
in love!
Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer, came and rescued Ruth and Naomi
from their poverty. The women had their lives restored. And that is
exactly what Jesus has done for us! Just like Naomi and Ruth, we
do not have the help we need to fix our own sinful lives. But Jesus
is our kinsman-redeemer. On the cross where He died, He paid
the price to buy us back from sin. And now the church is called the
bride of Christ – just like Ruth became the bride of Boaz.
As we continue reading this week, we will see that Ruth and Naomi
are also Jesus’ ancestors. We will read about another famous
member of Jesus’ family tomorrow…
A kinsman-redeemer is a family member who helps his
relatives. Do you have any family members who have ever
helped you?

K

A redeemer is someone who buys back a lost possession.
Explain how Boaz was a redeemer in this story.

K

K

Now explain how Jesus is a redeemer.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-5.
W

“Once In Royal David’s City”
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DECEMBER 4
2 Samuel 7:8-15
David was Ruth’s great-grandson. In his early life he was a shepherd
like the rest of his family, but God chose him to become king
over the people of Israel. He fought giants and conquered cities,
becoming the greatest king in the Old Testament!
We remember God’s covenant of grace (that is, God’s loving
promise) for Abraham, and we can see it repeated and enlarged
here for King David. David was told that his son, Solomon, would
build a temple for God. God would be his father too, and would
punish him when he disobeyed, but God would never take His love
away from him. In fact, even these great men, David and Solomon,
did some really bad things. As great as they were, they still needed
forgiveness. They still needed a savior.
The Lord also told David that his kingdom would last forever. God
didn’t mean that Solomon would never die; God was speaking
about another king from David’s family – King Jesus! We are
celebrating Advent right now, waiting for the coming of Jesus, and
you can see that David was waiting for that, too!
David and Solomon wanted to build a great temple for God.
What would you want to do if you were king (or queen)?

K

K

Who is the king who will reign forever and ever?

K

How is He an even better king than David and Solomon?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-6.
W

“Once In Royal David’s City”
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DECEMBER 5
Psalm 130
Yesterday we read a little bit about King David. One thing you
might not know about him is that he was a musician and wrote
a lot of songs. Some of those songs were put into a book called
Psalms which the people of Israel used to sing in their worship at
the temple – the temple David’s son built!
We don’t know who wrote Psalm 130. It might have been David,
or it might have been another musician, but we do know that it
expresses the thoughts of God’s people who were always looking
for His coming – more than a night watchman waits for the first sign
of sunrise! The psalmist looked over his long list of sins and realized
that he needed God’s mercy. He not only needed forgiveness, he
needed a redeemer to come and buy back his soul from the power
of sin and death. And this psalm tells us that not only will God send
a redeemer, but God Himself will BE that redeemer!
K The

watchman in ancient Israel kept a lookout to make sure
no enemies were near during the night. Why would he be
anxious for morning to come?

K The

psalmist felt terrible about his sins. What was the solution
that made him feel better?
Sometimes we feel joyful about Christmas because we are
going to get presents. What is another, better reason to feel
joyful?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-6.
W

“Once In Royal David’s City”
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T he Bet hlehem Candle
LOVE

DECEMBER 6 - Micah 5:2-5a
Light two candles this week: one is still for the prophets, and the
second one is for Bethlehem, a little town of regular people – not
famous or important in any way. And yet, God chose it to be
the place where His Son, Jesus, would be born. Bethlehem was
David’s home town. He was the warrior king who defeated Goliath
and ruled Israel long ago. The people were still looking for another
king like David, someone who would free them from their Roman
rulers.
The people were hoping for a fighting king to bring them victory
by winning great battles. But instead, God sent them a little baby
who would bring love and peace to many hearts. God sent that
baby to a small, unimportant town, to a small, unimportant family,
to show us that He cares for everyone, no matter how small. God
sends His Spirit of love into the small, hidden hearts of all those
who believe in Him, just like He sent His Son into a small, hidden
part of the world in Bethlehem. Although our God is a king “whose
greatness [reaches] to the ends of the earth,” His glory and His love
can also be seen in small things – like the little town of Bethlehem
or the family around your dinner table.
K Talk about a time when you have seen God’s love in something

small.

K

What kind of victory were the people of Israel looking for?

K

What kind of peace did God send them instead?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-7
W

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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DECEMBER 7
Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7
Most of the Scriptures this week will come from the Old Testament
prophet, Isaiah. He lived during a time when the people of Israel
were losing a war and needed to be reminded of God’s promises
and His love for them. God’s people were still living in a defeated
land when Jesus was born, and sometimes we feel like we are still
struggling today, we also need to hear Isaiah’s beautiful words of
encouragement and hope.
The two Scriptures you read today are prophecies about Jesus
which Isaiah spoke to Israel around the same time as the prophecy
from Micah that you read yesterday. Hundreds of years before
Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph, God named the coming child
Immanuel, which means “God with us.” And then Isaiah told us
what this child would be like: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Now that’s a baby who could
really help us!
K

What is your favorite name or title for Jesus? Why?

K

What do these verses say that the coming child will do?

Abraham and Moses and David were all just people like we
are. How is Jesus different?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-8
W

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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DECEMBER 8
Isaiah 11:1-5
Picture a little branch growing out of the stump of an old, cutdown tree. What a humble way for Isaiah to describe our Savior
and King! Remember that Isaiah wrote to a defeated, struggling
people. Some of them probably thought that nothing good would
ever happen again. Isaiah is saying that the family of Jesse (who
was King David’s father) would still produce a fruitful kingdom,
even if it appeared very small in the beginning.
Did you know that Jesus humbled Himself when He came to earth?
The New Testament says, He “emptied Himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found
in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). And yet, Isaiah
says He will be wise and powerful, a judge and a warrior. Humble
and royal, quiet and powerful, man and God. Jesus is all these
things!
K

Describe someone you know who is humble.

God can make great things grow out of little beginnings.
Explain how this applies to Jesus.

K

The Bible says that we are to follow Jesus, becoming like
Him. How might we practice being humble?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-9
W

“O Come O Come Emmanuel”
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DECEMBER 9
Isaiah 42:1-7
God exists in three persons, like a fire which is one thing but can
be divided into separate flames. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are called the Trinity, and in these verses, we see all three of them.
God the Father said that He would give the Holy Spirit to His Son
to help Him. The Father sends the Son to earth as a servant; the
Son uses the Spirit’s wisdom to bring justice to the world. It’s going
to be a hard job and a long one, but Jesus won’t be discouraged
because He lives in the Father’s love and has the Spirit’s power.
Remember the covenant, or promise, that God made to Abraham
and David? These verses say that Jesus IS that promise! He is the
answer to all the problems and questions that the Israelites have
been asking. And He is also the rescuer of the gentiles who are not
directly related to Abraham. Chances are, you are a gentile, but
whatever your family tree, Jesus is the answer to the problems and
questions that you have been asking, too.
Talk about your family background. Where are you from? Are
you an Israelite or a gentile?

K

Isaiah was talking to a people who needed hope. They felt
like they were sitting in the dark. Is there any place in your life
where you need hope?

K

The Bible says that God is with His children in their hearts,
that He will never leave us. How might the Trinity help to you
today?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-10
W

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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DECEMBER 10
Isaiah 53
Despised and rejected. A man of sorrows. Familiar with suffering.
These sad words describe the life of Jesus on earth. Remember that
He had been living with the Father and the Holy Spirit in Heaven –
why would He leave that glory to come and suffer and die?
The Bible says it was the Father’s plan and that Jesus offered His
life willingly in exchange for ours. He who never sinned at all paid
the full penalty for all our sins. When a punishment is over, you
don’t have to worry about it anymore. It’s finished. That’s how it
is for God’s children now. Jesus took all their punishment on the
cross so that they can have peace and live forever. That is our joy
this Christmas season. Jesus, who is alive again, also has joy when
He sees the children who believe in Him following along behind
Him.
Jesus had a hard life on earth. What words would you use to
describe your life on earth?

K

K

Why did Jesus leave Heaven to experience suffering?

K

Jesus got our punishment and death. What do we get?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-11
W

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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DECEMBER 11
Isaiah 61:1-3
When He was a grown man, Jesus said that these words from Isaiah
described His life and work. What was He to do? Preach good
news, heal the broken hearted, free prisoners, comfort mourners
and give people songs of praise where they once had despair.
But what can it mean that God will trade our ashes for His beauty?
Ashes are a symbol of destruction. When something has burned
to the ground, only ashes are left. Remember, that’s how God’s
people were feeling when Isaiah wrote this prophecy. When the
people were hoping for a worldly kingdom full of fame and power
and riches, God burned that dream away. But He replaced it with
a new kingdom, a spiritual kingdom which will last forever. This
kingdom is filled with God’s children and built on the love and
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Now, isn’t that beautiful?
What would you like your future to be like – what are you
dreaming of?

K

K

What are some of the things Jesus came to do?

The things Jesus did are the things God dreams for us, too.
How might God want to change your dreams?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-12
W

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
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DECEMBER 12
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Isaiah’s people were taken to foreign lands by the enemies who
conquered them. Some of them never came back to their homes
at all. Others came back years later to find their homes in ruins.
Ezekiel was another prophet of God who lived among the exiles
far from Israel. The Scripture you just read is his prediction of a
day when God would bring the exiles home and help them to live
in a new way.
God’s people had always had trouble being faithful. They looked
around at the idols, or false gods, that others worshiped, and
they were tempted to worship them too. Unfortunately, we still
struggle with that. Maybe we don’t bow down to golden statues,
but we can be tempted to serve gods like money, admiration or
fun. Sometimes we even trade away time with family, respect for
parents or obedience to God in order to serve these other, little
gods. But God says that He will help us with our idol problem.
Jesus and His Father will send the Spirit to help us. He will give
us a new heart if we ask Him, a willing heart, a tender heart. Now
that’s a great Christmas gift!
Describe a place you’ve been that seemed very strange to
you, very different than your home.

K

K Isaiah

and Ezekiel were bringing hope to a people who had
lost their homes and their dreams. List some of the things
these prophets said to give the people hope. (Review this
week’s lessons if you have trouble.)

K What

life?

one promise of God gives you the most hope for your

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-12
W

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
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T he Shepherds’ Candle
JOY

DECEMBER 13 - John 10:11-15
You will light three candles this week, and the third one is for the
shepherds. You have been memorizing the Christmas story from
the Gospel of Luke, so you know that the first people to find out
about the baby Jesus were some shepherds camping with their
sheep in the fields outside Bethlehem. While it might seem strange
that they would get the first baby announcement, it actually makes
a lot of sense…
Later, as a grown man and an important teacher, Jesus would call
Himself the Good Shepherd. A shepherd takes care of the sheep
that belong to Him. He makes sure they have food, that they are
safe from robbers or wild animals, and that they don’t get lost. And
that’s what Jesus does for us. He cares for us, feeds us, protects us
and makes sure we don’t get lost. The very best shepherd would
also die to save His sheep, and Jesus did that too. We – all of
us – deserve the death penalty every time we rebel against the
perfect God who made us, every time we don’t include Him in our
plans or our lives, every time we wander away from Him. But Jesus
paid that penalty for us, and then He rose again from the dead to
continue taking care of us! Now that’s a really Good Shepherd!
K

Who did you invite to your last celebration and why?

God invited some shepherds to share in the joy of Jesus’
birth. Why do you think He did that?

K

Who is the Good Shepherd? What does the Good Shepherd
do? (Reread the Scripture if you don’t remember.)

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-13
W

“Angels From The Realms Of Glory”
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DECEMBER 14
John 1:1-14
Perhaps you can think of a time when you received something
you had been promised. You tried to wait patiently, but then the
waiting was finally over! Maybe the outcome was even better than
you thought it would be, but sometimes the gift doesn’t really live
up to our expectations. God’s people thought they were waiting
for an earthly king, a warrior who would fight battles for them
against Rome. But God sent them something better than that.
Recall that God had been promising to send a redeemer for His
people for thousands of years – since the days of Abraham, Moses
and David. When Jesus appeared as a baby in Bethlehem, He was
even better than an earthly king. He was actually God Himself, the
Creator of light and life, come down from Heaven to live with His
people. He did not come to win battles, but to open the door to
His heavenly home for all those who believe. “To all who received
Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.” That’s the magnificent, joyful fulfillment
of God’s promise.
Talk about a time when you waited for something that had
been promised to you. Was it worth the wait?

K

K

What did the people of Israel think it meant to be saved by
savior?

K

What did they get instead?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-14
W

“Angels From The Realms Of Glory”
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DECEMBER 15
Luke 1:5-20
The baby in today’s reading is not Jesus, but another child who
came first, a relative of Jesus’ mother, Mary. Hundreds of years
before Luke wrote these words, the Old Testament prophets,
Isaiah and Malachi, wrote about this same child, saying he would
prepare the way for the Messiah. An angel told the baby’s father,
Zechariah, that his new son, John, would change people’s hearts.
But he had trouble believing that.
Zechariah was a priest who served God during Temple worship
by burning sweet-smelling incense. As the beautiful aroma rose
toward Heaven, it represented the people’s prayers which also
rose toward God. The people were praying for the Messiah to
come, but when Zechariah got the news that God was answering
that prayer, he doubted it. After John and then Jesus were born,
people would still have trouble believing that God sent His only
Son to save them. Even today, some people have trouble believing
it. What about you? If you have trouble believing that Jesus came
to earth because He loves you, because He wants to live with you
forever in Heaven, you can ask God to help you with that.
Do you ever have trouble believing that your parents grew
up without computers or cell phones? What else do you have
trouble believing?

K

Zechariah wasn’t able to speak until the baby was born. What
do you think he might have said to people if he could have?

K

How can you and your family help others believe the truth
about God?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-15
W

“O Come All Ye Faithful”
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DECEMBER 16
Luke 1:67-80
If you didn’t read yesterday’s devotional, you might want to
go back and see what happened before today’s Scripture. Talk
about a proud papa! Zechariah was beaming with joy. As soon
as Zechariah named his son John, he was able to speak again. He
was filled with the Holy Spirit which moved him to sing: “Praise
the Lord!” The Messiah is coming; all the prophecies are about to
come true, and John is part of it!
Later, as an adult, John would baptize his followers, and he would
teach them about repentance. That means, he would tell the people
about their sins and ask them to turn away from those sins and
obey God again. That would also be Jesus’ first message. Living
in God’s love means enjoying Him, but it also means believing
and obeying Him. We must repent, or apologize to God, for our
disobedience. When we repent we receive God’s forgiveness and
we grow closer to God. And we can look forward to living forever
with Him in Heaven. God’s forgiveness is sometimes called God’s
grace. Zechariah called it God’s tender mercy. Like Zechariah, we
celebrate this mercy and grace with joy at Christmas time.
Are you good at apologizing? Can you give an example of
something you recently apologized for?

K

Why was Zechariah so happy? (There were probably a lot of
reasons.)

K

If you have never done so before, tell God now that you are
sorry for your sins and that you want to live in His grace.

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 1:1-16
W

“O Come All Ye Faithful”
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DECEMBER 17
Luke 1:26-38
All that was written about the coming Messiah was happening
just as God had said. And yet, when the angel appeared to her,
Mary was frightened. She was not yet married. How could she
have a son? Gabriel told her that this baby was not to be born in
an ordinary way – to a human father and mother. The Holy Spirit
would come upon her so that the child born to Mary would not be
a sinner like other people, but “holy,” sinless and perfect.
The Bible says, “For our sake [God] made [Jesus] to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of
God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus traded His perfect record for our criminal
record. If Jesus had been born an ordinary sinner, He could not
have given His holiness and righteousness to us in exchange for our
sins. He could not have saved us! So we celebrate His perfection
at Christmas time.
Do you think it’s possible for anybody, besides Jesus, to be
completely perfect all the time?

K

K

Explain what a sin is. Give an example.

The Bible says that Jesus was born a human being, and yet
He was also God. Why is it important that He was born sinless
and holy?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 1:1-17
W

“What Child Is This?”
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DECEMBER 18
Luke 1:46-55
Mary responded to the angel’s message (which you read yesterday)
in simple faith. She probably did not understand everything that
was going to happen to her and to her son, Jesus, but she trusted
God enough to accept the angel’s words, enough to live the life
God had planned for her. For us, believing in God means having
that same kind of faith. It means trusting God’s words and His
goodness, living our lives faithfully right where He puts us.
Mary was blessed by God to see His plan unfolding in her life.
She understood that God was lifting up humble people like her
and her family, answering His promises to Abraham and David and
showing His mercy to sinners. Mary knew that she needed a savior
and that God had provided one – the little baby soon to be born
to her! That’s why she sang her song of joy to the Lord. And that’s
why we can sing.
God chose Mary’s life for her, and God chose your life for you,
too. List some things about your life for which you are thankful.

K

Isn’t it strange that Mary’s little baby would grow up and save
HER? What would you have been thinking if you were Mary?

K

Mary gave God a song as a Christmas present. What would
you like to give God this Christmas? Maybe you could put a
special package under the tree for Him.

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 1:1-18
W

“What Child Is This?”
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DECEMBER 19
Matthew 1:18-23
Among the people of Israel in Biblical times, a man and woman
were considered legally bound to each other once they got
engaged. (Today, people aren’t legally committed until they get
married.) Mary and Joseph had promised to be faithful to one
another before Mary became pregnant with Jesus. And until an
angel told him so, Joseph didn’t know that God was the baby’s
father. He thought Mary had broken her promise to him. That’s
why Joseph considered divorcing Mary. But he didn’t do it.
Elsewhere in the Bible God calls Himself our husband. That’s
because He loves us like a faithful husband loves his wife. That love
isn’t based on our good appearance or even our good behavior. If
we believe in Him, God is committed to us, no matter how bad we
look or what our sins are. Just like Joseph was committed to Mary
even though things looked bad for her. We know this because God
named His Son Jesus which means “the Lord saves” and because
we already know Him as Immanuel, “God with us.”
Have you ever been scared that someone would stop liking
you because you had done something wrong?

K

Who was Jesus’ biological father? Who was Jesus’ adoptive
father on the earth?

K

For a while Joseph wasn’t sure if he should stay with Mary.
Can you be sure that God will stay with you when things get
hard?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 1:1-18
W

“What Child Is This?”
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T he Angels’ Candle
PEACE

DECEMBER 20 - Luke 2:13-14
The fourth candle which you will light today is for the angels who
sang on Jesus’ birthday. Angels are amazing creatures! They aren’t
people, and they aren’t gods. The Bible calls them “spirits,” but
they sometimes appear with bodies. They are warriors, guards,
helpers and messengers. There are evil angels (Satan is one) and
pure, good angels like the ones singing here. Remember that a
good angel called Gabriel had the very special job of telling Jesus’
mother that she would give birth to God’s Son.
When Gabriel gave that miraculous message to Mary, God’s whole
plan seemed pretty strange. But when we love God and live in a
close relationship with Him, we can know that the things which
happen to us are part of His design. In fact, He promises that
someday even the hard things and the sad things will get turned
inside out! Believing God’s promises brings us peace like it did for
Mary. Jesus came to bring us peace with God, to teach us to live
in peace with each other and to give us peace inside our hearts.
That’s what the angels were singing about.
Describe something very unexpected which happened to
you.

K

How could God’s promises help you have peace when life is
confusing or hard?

K

The Christmas angels came with a message of peace for the
world. How could we spread peace this Christmas? Talk about
some ways to spread peace at home, at school or work, out
shopping, and everywhere you go.

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-19
W

“Away In A Manger”

25

DECEMBER 21
Luke 2:6-21
Have you ever seen a picture of the earth from space? Have you
thought about how that one ball holds billions of people? Now,
zoom in to one newlywed couple in one tiny little town on one
chilly winter’s night. They’re out in the shed. In the silence, a tiny
baby weakly cries.
Into one insignificant little spot on this big globe the Savior of
EVERYTHING was born. Heaven knew what was happening – a
great many angels appeared in the sky to sing and shout the
news! The rescuer of millions of people had arrived! But the world
just slept right on. God became flesh in a quiet little moment. The
keeper of all hope, love, joy and peace arrived. And almost no one
knew.
Isn’t that just like God, doing things in a way we’d never expect?
When Jesus was born, everything changed. It was a quiet little
moment when Joseph handed Mary her newborn baby boy, but
it shook the earth to its very foundations. It’s a wonder, isn’t it?
The shepherds and the people wondered at it then, and it’s still
wondrously wonderful today He’s here. Incredible news not to
be matched again until the angels made another announcement
about thirty-five years later: “He is NOT here, for he has risen!”
And this Jesus, He’s still shaking the earth. He’s still changing the
world. The greatest gift God has ever given the world – He is still
ours today.
K Why do you think God chose small, quiet places and
“unimportant” people for His birthday celebration?

Why were the shepherds so excited when they left Mary,
Joseph and Jesus?
K

Compare how many people knew about Jesus when he was
born and how many know about him now, 2000 years later!
He is still saving the world! How has this salvation affected
your life?

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-20
W

“Silent Night”
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DECEMBER 22
Matthew 2:1-20
The second chapter of Matthew shows two very different reactions
to the advent, or “arrival,” of Jesus. Within the first few years of
Jesus’ birth, a group of wise men traveled very far to celebrate
the coming of a new baby King. Their hearts were filled with joy
and wonder. When they finally found Him, they bowed in worship
and offered gifts fit for royalty. They did everything they could to
protect the helpless child.
At the same time, an evil king named Herod did everything he
could to find Jesus and destroy Him. Herod’s heart was filled with
jealousy and fear. He killed every child near Bethlehem to keep
Jesus from becoming king in his place. God knew what Herod had
planned. He saved the little child, so that Jesus could one day
grow up and save us!
Like the wise men, we celebrate the arrival of our King with joy
and wonder. The season of Advent helps us look back at the start
of Jesus’ saving work and look forward to His future return – when
He’ll appear as the king Herod feared and reign over His beloved
people forever!
What gift would you bring to the baby Jesus if you were one
of the wise men?

K

Why do you think many people assume there were three
wise men?

K

List everything God did in Matthew 2 to save Jesus from
Herod.

K

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-21
W

“We Three Kings"
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DECEMBER 23
Matthew 1:1-17
What a lot of hard to pronounce names! Is this passage some kind
of Bible tongue-twister? No, it is much more than that. Matthew
begins his gospel with a genealogy, or family tree, to build the
suspense and confirm our hopes about this One whose birth he
will soon relate.
God has made some big promises to His people and has been
weaving together countless stories as He works out His wonderful
story of redemption and rescue. Matthew reminds us now of some
of the many people who had come before, who were in the line of
the Promised One. He wants to make clear that this baby whose
story he is now telling is the Messiah, the long-awaited Gift of God.
This baby will fulfill God’s promise to Abraham to bless all the
nations of the earth, fulfill His promise to David that his throne
would be established forever, and fulfill His promise to all of us that
He would be Immanuel, “God With Us”. God is getting ready to
put His Great Gift underneath this family tree.
K

Do you recognize some of the names in Jesus’ family tree?

What Bible stories do you remember about those ancestors of
Jesus?
K

K

How is Jesus God’s “good gift” to us?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-21
W

“We Three Kings"
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T he Christ Candle

HOPE K LOVE
JOY K PEACE

DECEMBER 24
Luke 2:25-32, Rev. 22:17-21
Christmas is finally here! Jesus’ birthday! Today you can light all the
candles, including the Christ Candle in the middle. When Mary and
Joseph brought baby Jesus into the temple, Simeon celebrated
with a song of gratitude. He understood that the baby in front of
him was the answer to our problems which God had promised for
so long. He knew that Jesus would open the way to Heaven for
everyone who believes in Him.
But even though Advent is over now, we are still waiting for Jesus!
He solved our sin problem the first time He came, but we still have
a lot of other problems in this world, and He promised to come
back and solve those, too. The next time He comes, He won’t be a
baby any more. He will be a mighty warrior who will defeat all the
evil in the world for all time. The whole Bible ends with the words
you just read which tell us that Jesus is coming back soon. So as
you celebrate Christmas with joy like Simeon did, remember that
we are still living in a time of Advent, waiting for the return of our
Savior and King – and that will be another wonderful day!
What was the best part of this Advent season while you’ve
been waiting for Christmas to come?

K

Why do you think Simeon was so happy to see the baby
Jesus?
K

K

How do you know Jesus will keep His promise to return?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY: LUKE 2:1-21
W

“Joy To The World”
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Christ mas
Carols
COME, THOU
LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
Come thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a Child and yet a King.
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

30

ONCE IN ROYAL
DAVID'S CITY
Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.
He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.
And our eyes
At last shall see Him
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child, so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

31

O LITTLE TOWN OF
BETHLEHEM
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see the lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.
For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.

O COME, O COME,
EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Chorus
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, Thou Lord of Might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law,
In cloud, and majesty, and awe.

32

HARK! THE HERALD
ANGELS SING
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Chorus
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King!
Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Chorus
Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lay His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Chorus

33

GOD REST YOU
MERRY GENTLEMEN
God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy!
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tiding of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name.
“Fear not, then,” said the angel,
“Let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
Of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
From Satan’s power and might.”
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas
Doth bring redeeming grace.

34

ANGELS, FROM THE
REALMS OF GLORY
Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye, who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship,
Come and worship
Worship Christ, the new-born King.
Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant Light:

O COME, ALL YE
FAITHFUL
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
Come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;
Chorus
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;

35

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

WE THREE KINGS
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar.
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
Chorus
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect Light.
Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign.

36

AWAY IN A MANGER
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

SILENT NIGHT
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ the Savior, is born!
Christ the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

37

JOY TO THE WORLD
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessing flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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CONTACT US @
ORANGEWOOD
Lead Pastor Jeff Jakes
jjakes@orangewood.org
Associate Pastor Joe Creech
jcreech@orangewood.org
Assistant Pastor of Seniors Doug Fleming
dfleming@ocsrams.org
Assistant Pastor of Young Adults Dave Gambrell
dgambrell@orangewood.org
Director of Small Group Ministries Larry Shingler
lshingler@orangewood.org
Women’s Ministry Director Christy Gambrell
cgambrell@orangewood.org
Director of Children’s Ministries Maggie Moore
mmoore@orangewood.org
Director of Student Ministries Jared Jones
jared@orangewood.org
Orangewood Member Care Counselors
Louise Holzhauer
lholzhauer@orangewood.org
Cary Smith
csmith@orangewood.org
General Inquiries
info@orangewood.org
Phone
407.539.1500
Special thanks to our Advent Booklet contributors:
Christy Gambrell, Louise Holzhauer, Beth Myers,
Cary Smith and Betty Ann Snider.
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Join
us
this
Advent season!
Sunday
Worship
Services
SUNDAYS @ 9:00 & 10:45AM
Worship God this Christmas season through songs, scripture and prayer every
Sunday morning. Gather on the patio between services for cider and treats.

W

Advent
Chil
i
Dinner
NOVEMBER 29 @ 5:30PM
Bring a pot of chili or a side to share for a festive family meal and crafts for children
as we kick off the season, followed by desserts and carols on our twinkling patio.

W

Behold t he Lamb of God Concert
DECEMBER 11 @ 7:30PM

This unique Christmas concert featuring Andrew Peterson and guest musicians
tells the story of the birth of Christ beginning at the creation of the earth.

W

Christ
mas
Eve
Candl
e
l
i
ght
Services
DECEMBER 24 @ 4:00 & 6:00PM
Celebrate the arrival of Jesus at this special worship service as we rejoice in the
peace we have with God while lighting the final candle in the Advent wreath.

More
information
avail
a
bl
e
at
WWW.ORANGEWOOD.ORG

